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Introduction
This landscape assessment has been undertaken to help inform discussions of alternative uses for Little Bickington Farm.  Devon County Council, in conjunction with Torridge District Council, High Bickington Parish Council and a committee of local residents - High Bickington Project 2000 - are formulating proposals that meet the village’s needs as expressed in the Parish Appraisal. These include affordable houses, jobs, recreation and countryside conservation.  Part of the site has been earmarked for a new primary school.

A key principle against which possible uses are being evaluated is that they should be sustainable.  As sustainable development, simply defined, means using natural resources in a way that respects the needs of future generations, it is vital that before any development takes place, the natural resources themselves should be assessed and the special characteristics that require sustaining should be identified.

Relation to other studies and initiatives
Our local landscape (including historic features and wildlife) is of course part of a wider scene.  Any proposals made for its conservation and enhancement must fit into a complex pattern of plans, strategies and actions.  These include Structure and Local Plans, County and District Landscape Strategies, Biodiversity Action Plans, Forestry and Recreation Strategies, and so on.  The principle of sustainability underlies and unites all these initiatives.  This assessment, and the proposals that are derived from it, must dovetail with the above and be similarly rooted in sustainable development principles.

Aims of this study 

· To promote an appreciation of landscape issues in relation to the development of Little Bickington Farm;

· To help to ensure that new development is successfully accommodated within the landscape;

· To identify opportunities for improving the landscape.

We are concerned with the landscape in its widest sense: the visual character, wildlife and historic features, which together give the local landscape its unique and special qualities.

We describe the local landscape in terms of

· landform

· land use - past and present

· hedges, trees and woodland

· wildlife habitats

· buildings and other structures

Selected views into and out of the area have been assessed using the latest guidance from the Countryside Agency. [1]

A photographic survey has been started - this will continue through the year to record seasonal variations.    
Finally we analyse and draw together the findings and put forward a number of suggestions that we hope will guide the future development of the area.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

[1] Countryside Agency (2002)  Landscape Character Areas


Scope of the Study
This study is concerned primarily with the area around Little Bickington Farm. Lying to the south and west of the village, the farm is bounded on the east by the ridge carrying the B3217 through the village. This ridge also visually separates the area from the Taw Valley. To the south, Quarries Lane acts in a similar way as a physical and visual boundary, although from the highest part of the site there are views across this ridge to Ebberley, Middlemoor Radar Station and Dartmoor. [See map 2] 

The village itself forms a northern boundary. The most extensive views out of the site, and thus the directions from which the site is most visible, are in the arc between north west and south west.

High Bickington parish, although part of Torridge District, is bordered on three sides by parishes in North Devon District.  We need to be mindful of this fact when we consider the wider views into and out of the study area. Landscape studies cannot be confined by rigid boundaries - the extent of the views in each direction provide the geographical limits of the study.
How others have described the landscape
Recent studies [2,3,4] at county and district level have looked at landscape in a new way. Instead of being concerned mainly with quality, they have identified areas of distinctive character, defined as a recognisable pattern of elements that occur consistently in a landscape and give it a sense of place. 

Previously the only mention of High Bickington’s landscape in policy and planning documents was the designation of the Taw Valley as an ‘Area of Great Landscape Value’. Now the whole area is described and ‘valued’ for its own locally distinctive character.

The studies that have been made of Devon, North Devon and Torridge all agree that High Bickington parish contains two landscape character areas.  The eastern part, running down to the River Taw lies not surprisingly in the Taw Valley landscape area.  The village itself, and all the high ground lying mainly to the south and west, fall within a landscape area called High Culm Measure Ridges  [*] 
___________________________________________________

[2] Devon County Council (2002)  The Devon Landscape - an appraisal of Devon’s landscape at the beginning of the 21st century.  Devon Books

[3] Chris Blandford Associates (1995) The Torridge Landscape - an integrated assessment of  the District’s Natural Character. Final Report.  
Torridge District Council and others.

[4] Devon County Council (1993) North Devon Landscape Assessment. NDDC Local Plan Topic Paper 14.

[*] Culm Measures: the Carboniferous rock formation underlying much of Torridge and North Devon between Dartmoor and Exmoor.

The key features of each of these landscape areas have been listed in the studies of the landscapes of North Devon and Torridge.  

Taw Valley Landscape Area - key features

· Natural river form, tree lined banks, and associated waterside features popularised in “Tarka the Otter”.

· Substantial woodland - both coniferous and deciduous - emphasising land form and creating enclosure.

· Open valley floor with pastoral and often parkland character.

· Mills, road and railway bridges, raised embankments and few routes across the valley floor.

· Road side avenues, steep, wooded winding routes out of the valley.

· High villages and farms overlooking the valley.

· Railway station settlements on the valley floor.

High Culm Landscape Area - key features

· Minor valleys dissect the High Culm to create undulating topography.

· Culm Measures geology with poorly drained soils, influencing vegetation and land use.

· Extensive areas of species-rich grasslands.

· Prominent villages with square church towers as landmarks, scattered farmsteads, green lanes and straight roads, indicating historic routes across high ground.

· Broad ridges of exposed high ground with large parliamentary enclosures and a few windswept trees which are a distinctive feature.

· Panoramic views across and into the Taw and Torridge Valleys, and distant views of Dartmoor.

· Predominantly pastoral farmland with some arable fields occasionally with ‘new crops’.

· Isolated deciduous woodlands and some coniferous plantations.

These broad-brush descriptions of  large areas of Torridge district’s landscape character retain their value when applied to the local landscape of the High Bickington area. Anyone familiar with the approaches to the village from Umberleigh via Pound Lane or from Kingford via Kingford Hill will immediately recognise the description of the change in landscape as one leaves the enclosed valley behind and emerges onto the exposed ridge via “steep wooded winding routes”. 

Finally in this section we record what two well known writers on Devon have written about the High Bickington landscape:
 “Through the parish flows a tributary of 

the Taw, and there is some very pretty 

scenery in the valley of this river.”
         






    S.Baring-Gould (1907) 
 “High Bickington ... stands on a summit    commanding wonderful views north east to   Exmoor and south to Dartmoor.  This is one 

of the unknown and unspoilt parts of Devon.” 






 W G Hoskins (1954)

Landform, geology, soils and climate
This section looks at the shape of the land - the ridges and valleys

that make up the visible landscape - and the underlying rocks that determine this shape. We briefly describe the soils and climate of the area, as these factors also influence the landscape and land use.

High Bickington parish, as noted earlier, lies across the dividing line between the Taw Valley and the High Culm Ridges. The Taw Valley itself lies outside the area of this study.  However, several streams which have their sources in the higher parts of the parish drain into the Taw.  North and east of the B3217 the streams run directly into the Taw between Umberleigh and Kingford.  South and west of this ridge they flow into Langham Brook, a tributary that runs through Langridgeford on its way to its confluence with the Taw near Chapelton.  [See Map 2]

A more significant watershed, the Ebberley ridge, rises to190 m (620 feet) along the southern edge of the parish and forms the boundary between the Taw and Torridge river systems.

Little Bickington Farm lies between the 120 and 180m contours

(390 - 585 feet).

The shape of the land is largely a reflection of underlying rock formations which have been shaped by geological processes, climate changes and erosion.  

Carboniferous rocks, known locally as Culm Measures, cover much of the centre of Devon. The sedimentary strata consist of alternating layers of sandstone and shale (“shillet”).    At the end of the Carboniferous period, a general uplifting and folding of the rocks caused the ridges to be formed, whilst later river erosion produced the characteristic valleys. The Taw and Torridge rivers 

and 
and their many tributaries dissecting the surrounding higher land were formed in this way.

The
Soils that have developed from this geology consist of heavy clays, which tend to be poorly drained, or shallow stony soils where clay is not present - for example on the valley sides.  The valley floors contain alluvial soils enriched by periodic flooding.  

“The marshes along the Taw in the parish of High Bickington consist of a brown deep close loam, on an understratum of loose black gravel and sand.  The higher parts ... to the westward are formed of a moist but tender grey loam, on a bed of clay of various depths upon shaley rock... The banks of the Taw as well as the combes or hollows branching in various directions from them, are beautifully enriched with 

oak timber and coppice woodland.  These form an agreeable contrast with the glades and meadows through which these rivers hold their course, and annually spread their enriching waters.”
C Vancouver (1808) General View of the Agriculture of the 

County of Devon
The 
climate of the area is warm and wet, with high winds on the exposed ridges. (High Bickington is included in a much wider area identified in the Devon Structure Plan as being suited to wind generation.)  The prevailing south westerly winds, having passed no conurbations or industrial areas, result in air quality that is particularly good.

Av
Average annual rainfall (1993-2002):
1140mm (45 in.)

Ave
Average temperature: 
January: min. 4oC, max. 9oC





July:    
min.13oC, max. 19oC

Ave
Average sunshine hours/day:
January  2 hours, July 7 hours

Land use - past and present
Land use is a major component of landscape.  The relative amounts of pasture, arable, woodland, settlements and other uses to which the land is put dictate how the basic landform appears to the observer. Before describing current land use patterns in the High Bickington area, we need to take a backward look at past landscapes. Apart from being of interest in its own right, this gives us a perspective for viewing present and future uses. 

Changes in land use can be pieced together by looking at historical documents, maps and aerial photographs. An example of this is the 

Tithe Map and Apportionment, 1840.  This records the owners and occupiers of  the whole parish, on a large scale map and in a written description, for the purposes of assessing what rent charge should be applied to each parcel of land in lieu of tithe payments. The name, land use and occupier of every parcel of land is recorded. (There were several owners, the main one being the Pyncombe Trust).  

Little Bickington Farm was much larger in 1840 than it is now. The following table gives information for the fields that currently make up the holding.  Gardens shown on the Tithe Map are excluded.  Areas are shown in acres, roods and poles. (40 poles = 1 rood; 

4 roods = 1 acre)

FieldNo/Name

Land Use
Area           Occupier

69/Shop Close


Arable

2 - 2 - 36     Cowman

70/Loggers Close

Arable

2 - 3 - 28     Cowman

72/Orchard


Orchard     
0 - 2 - 12     Cowman

74/Well Park


Arable        
2 - 3 - 15     Cowman

75/Higher Pale Meadow
Arable

2 - 0 - 3       Richards

76/Higher Broad Close 
Arable

1 - 1 - 13     Down

77/Cole Meadow

Arable

0 - 3 - 29     Richards

79/Kings Close

Arable

0 - 2 - 15     Gill

80/Ridgeway Green Plot 
Arable

0 - 2 - 12     Richards

81/Ridgeway Green Quarry
Quarry

0 - 1 - 17


82/The Ham


Arable

4 - 0 - 22       Cowman

87/Lower Broad Close 
Arable

1 - 3 - 31       Down

88/Lower Pale Meadow 
Arable

0 - 1 - 13       Richards

90/Meadow


Pasture

0 - 3 - 13       Down

91/Little Meadow

Meadow
1 - 0 - 6         Cowman

92/Houses, Courtyard etc


0 - 3 - 13       Cowman

94/Orchard


Orchard
0 - 1 - 21       Cowman

884/Stone Park

Arable

3 - 0 - 0         Gill

887/Winter Field

Arable
      
2 - 1 - 30       Moore

899/Bramble Park

Arable
      
2 - 2 - 4         Moore

900/Winter field

Arable
      
1 - 2 - 1         Moore

901/Higher Moor

Arable
      
2 - 0 - 1         Moore

902/Lower Moor

Arable
      
1 - 1 - 0         Moore

903/Nursery Plot

Garden
     
0 - 0 - 16       Moore

904/Small Winter Field
Arable
      
0 - 3 - 24       Moore

905/Boggy Meadow

Pasture
     
1 - 0 - 24       Moore

955/Lacksford Field

Arable
      
1 - 1 - 32       Braggs

956/North Long Close

Arable
      
1 - 2 - 9         Down

957/South Long Close
Arable
      
1 - 2 - 12       Down

958/Higher Beera

Arable
    
1 - 2 - 4         Richards

959/Lower Winter Field
Arable
      
1 - 2 - 3         Richards

The Tithe Map records reveal several things about the landscape.  

Firstly, the fields were almost entirely down to arable crops (91% of the area). The only pasture or meadow (6.6% of the total*) was to be found in the parts of the farm that to this day are poorly 

drained - next to Homewell Cottage, and opposite what is now the ______________________________________________________________

*This is a very small amount of grazing land, but farmers seemed to have plots of land in different parts of the parish, and may have had common grazing rights on unenclosed land.  The figures for the parish as a whole are : Arable 72%, Moor/furze 13%, Woodland 7%, Meadow/pasture 4%, Orchards/ gardens 3% and the Glebeland 4%.  

sewage works - a field aptly named Boggy Meadow.  The remaining 2.3% was orchard.  
Secondly, there were many small fields, about treble the number of fields that there are now, as comparison of Maps 3, 4 and 5 will show.  Thus the landscape would have been much more broken up 
and interlaced by hedges, probably with many hedgerow trees grown for timber. Imagine, in each of the seasons, a landscape of tiny arable fields (average size 1.6 acres) with oats, barley and wheat, root crops, stubble fields, ploughed-up land left through the winter, all surrounded by many more hedges and trees than we see today.  The abundance of wildlife, quite apart from the appearance, of such a landscape would have been noticeably different. 

Thirdly, the 48 acres were farmed by no less than six different farmers, each with his own compliment of family members, and regular and seasonal labourers (the 1841 Census gives a detailed picture of the large families and numerous labourers).  So the landscape would have been much busier, with most of the work being carried out by hand or with horse drawn implements. 

Fourthly, there were two orchards, totalling about an acre, to the south and east of the farmhouse, which would have provided variety to the local scene. 

And finally, comparison of the maps reveals that the house and buildings of Little Bickington were much altered and added to after 1840 - probably in the 1860s - including the addition of the long barn which is now such a prominent feature of the farm when viewed from the west. [See photograph 10]

Land Use in 1905 

The next detailed picture we have of Little Bickington Farm is in 1905 when the Pyncombe Trust drew up a new tenancy agreement for William Hellyer who was farming all of the Little Bickington 

land and that of Lower Farm too (the two smallholdings came into being in 1914 when Devon County Council bought the land from the Trust). In fact Little Bickington Farm extended to 180 acres at this time, including parts of Welcombe, Pows and other farms, all brought within Pyncombe Trust ownership since 1840.

Land uses were again recorded, and a number of fields had reverted to pasture, including all of the land in the eastern block around the farmstead. For example, the document notes that Well Park and Loggers Close, two former arable fields in this block, has been seeded down to pasture by the tenant.

Field amalgamation had also taken place, both here and in the western block, so that instead of 28 fields averaging 1.6 acres there were now 18 fields averaging 2.7 acres. The tiny fields of 1840 were presumably too small even for the horsedrawn equipment of the Victorian farmers or perhaps the cost of maintaining all the hedges was the crucial factor.   

Most of the field names had been retained, including Bramble Park, Stone Park and Higher and Lower Pale Meadows, which all hint at their appearance.  The Quarry was still extant - it was not to be filled in for at least another 60 years.

Land use in 2002

By 2002 the 18 fields of 1905 had been reduced to10, with an average size of 4.85 acres. With four or sometimes five of the 

small original fields now combined into one large one, it is inevitable that many of the names have become redundant. For 

example, “Dump Field” replaces five fields next to the former quarry, with names such as “Kings Close”, “Cole Meadow” and “Ridgeway Green Plot” no longer in use.  In the western block, “The Ham” is now “Ham Field”, “Stone Park” is “Stoney Field”, and “Boggy Meadow” after amalgamation with three other fields, 

is “Rushey Field”. However, “Winter Field” and “Lacksford Field”, alongside the green lane running towards Seckington, have survived as names for bigger fields based on the original small ones with these names.

All these fields and the remainder of the farm have reverted to pasture, although a number of arable fields are to be found in the surrounding farms. A survey of the land use of the area to the south and west of Little Bickington (i.e. the landscape visible from the higher part of the farm) revealed a mix of uses, with approximately                                               75% down to pasture, 15% arable.  The remaining 10% is woodland, most of this lying in the steep-sided valleys. 

[image: image1.emf]Map 5 : LAND USE IN 2002



Hedges, trees and woodland  in the landscape
Hedges on Little Bickington Farm 

A survey of these features in summer 2002 revealed that the hedges that remain (about one third have been lost since 1840) vary considerably in their structure, wildlife value and impact on the landscape.  Generally speaking the external boundary hedges, for example those between the farm and the village, are the ones with the best structure, especially density and height, and the greatest diversity of species. [See photograph 4] 

The internal hedges, those dividing the fields in each of the two blocks of land, are the poorest, being low, gappy, eroded by livestock where unfenced, and relatively poor in species diversity.   The roadside and trackside hedges (against the B3217, Quarries Lane and the green lane) are intermediate in value between the other types, being relatively dense and species rich, but low and flat-topped, reflecting the necessity of annual trimming to keep the roads and tracks clear.

Hedgerow Trees
“Hedgerow trees are an especially important feature in areas where tree cover is otherwise limited.  In these landscapes, isolated trees such as wind-trimmed beech trees make an important contribution to the local landscape”  The Torridge Landscape - an integrated assessment of the District’s Natural Character
This is particularly true of the High Bickington area - there are a number of prominent, sometimes skyline trees that are significant features in the landscape.  The clump of beech and ash at the corner of Quarries Lane are particularly noticeable [see photograph 5], whilst mature ash, oak, holly and sycamore are present near the farm buildings and in surrounding hedges.








Woodland in the landscape
Whilst hedgerows provide a connecting framework to the landscape, woodland divides it up.  Well-wooded, sheltered valleys contrast sharply with the bare ridges between them, whilst shelter- belts and small copses break up the expanses of otherwise open farmland.

The main blocks of woodland that provide an important component of the view from the higher Little Bickington land are (from north to south):

· Lee and Yelland Woods (in the valley of Langham Brook and its tributaries to the north west) [See photograph 6]

· Cloggs Hill Wood (on the skyline, near Huntshaw Cross to the west)

· Millbrook -Vauterhill Woods (in the valley to the west and south, adjoining the western block of Little Bickington Farm) 

These are predominantly semi-natural oak woods, although small conifer plantations can be found, for example in the valley to the west of the Little Bickington land.

Although not visible from Little Bickington, the woods in the Taw Valley to the east are important from the ecological point of view - being close enough for wildlife to move between them and the woods listed above.  Knapp Wood near Umberleigh is classed as ancient woodland (in existence from 1600 or earlier). The two ‘Great Woods’ - one in Atherington parish , the other in High Bickington, and the woods at Kingford Hill (e.g. Upcott Wood) are all within a mile or two of Little Bickington Farm. 

Wildlife habitats

The habitats found in and around Little Bickington Farm can be listed as follows:

· Woodland

· Hedges (including hedgebanks and verges) 

· Streams/banks

· Farmland

· Buildings

Some survey work was carried out in summer 2002.  Lists of  mammals, birds, butterflies and flowering plants were compiled from existing records, and the hedges of Little Bickington Farm were surveyed.  Further surveys need to be carried out, starting earlier in the year to record, for example, spring flowering plants, and covering those habitats not so far dealt with.

The survey information has been supplemented with relevant details from the Devon and North Devon Biodiversity Action Plans, including descriptions of characteristic wildlife and key species thought to exist on Little Bickington Farm. The proposed survey work will confirm (or amend) these descriptions.

Woodland has been considered from the point of view of its visual value.  Ecologically, oak woodland is a very diverse  habitat, providing a three-dimensional home to a wide range of plants and animals.  In addition to oak, hazel and holly are usually present, together with ground flora such as bluebell, primrose, wood anemone and various ferns and mosses.  Over 400 species of insects are associated with oak woodland, together with birds such as woodpeckers, pied flycatcher, wood warbler, sparrowhawk and redstart, and mammals such as grey squirrel, badger and dormouse.  They also provide lying-up areas for roe deer and fox. 

On Little Bickington Farm itself, alder and willow grow along the stream banks on the western block of land.  Clumps of ash and beech, and single mature specimens of ash, oak, sycamore and holly are found on the eastern block.

Hedges

Hedge networks are now recognised as being of great importance for nature conservation as well as defining the landscape. The number of species they support can be very high - over 600 flowering plants, 1500 insects, 65 birds and 20 mammals have been recorded at some time living or feeding in hedgerows.  

Species-rich hedges are defined as having 5 or more native woody species - i.e. shrubs or trees - plus at least 6 non-woody flowering plants which are typical of woodland e.g. primrose and bluebell. They should also support, in whole or in part, the life cycle of one or more key species (those of special conservation significance and requiring active conservation measures to sustain them).

Little Bickington Farm hedges were surveyed in summer 2002.

Species-rich hedges were found across the northern boundary, i.e. against the village, beside Quarries Lane and along the green lane running down towards Vauterhill. The verges and hedgebanks are as important as the hedges themselves. Flowering plants include red campion, foxglove, honeysuckle, bush vetch, common toadflax, herb robert, hedge woundwort and meadowsweet.  Spring flowering plants such as primrose, lesser celandine, bluebell and greater stitchwort (not visible at the time of the survey) are known to be there too.   Key bird species associated with the hedges are linnet and songthrush.  

Streams/banks
This habitat is represented by the stream running between Little Bickington and Lower Farm land and in the wet land immediately to the south of it (‘Boggy Meadow’ in the early land use records).  

This area links with the stream and lake between Vauterhill and Millbrook, forming Langham Brook, a tributary of the River Taw.  

No detailed surveys have been conducted.  However, it can be reported that an otter was seen crossing the road at Laxford Bridge - hinting at the wildlife likely to be found in this undisturbed part of the parish.

Farmland

The best wildlife habitats associated with farmland (in addition to hedges) are unimproved grassland and the margins of cereal crops.

The Little Bickington land, as we have seen, is now all pasture, and much of it has been improved by drainage, or has received regular applications of fertiliser. As a consequence, the fields do not have a very diverse flora, but they still provide feeding areas for many insects, birds and mammals. 

The wetter parts of the land may well prove to be of greatest interest when survey work is resumed in 2003.  Dragonflies have been seen along the Quarry Road hedges, and the rare hobby, which preys on dragonflies, has been observed here. 


Buildings

The wildlife to be found around the farm buildings include several species that are likely to be disturbed and displaced by any redevelopment work. Three species of owl (Barn, Tawny and Little) have been seen, and may be nesting, together with one or more species of bats.  In both cases, measures to minimise disturbance or provide alternative nesting/roosting sites will be required in any redevelopment proposals. The loss of traditional nesting sites of other birds, such as swallow, house martin and pied wagtail would be regrettable. Other wildlife, such as small mammals, insects and spiders, may be less susceptible to disturbance.  Provisional species lists so far compiled are included in Appendix 1.

Buildings and other structures in the landscape
After land form and land use, the third major contributor to the landscape is the character of settlements, buildings and other man- made structures.

Settlements and buildings

From any part of Little Bickington Farm, High Bickington village is the dominant settlement in view.  Until the 1950s the village lay mainly to the north and east of St Mary’s Church, itself the most prominent landmark [see photographs 1 and 2]. With development of housing first at Cross Park to the south east, then at Barton Meadow and Warden’s Close to the north west, and latterly at Church Meadow to the west, the church is now more central to the physical layout of the village. The historic core of the village, together with Little Bickington farmhouse and older buildings, have been designated as a Conservation Area by Torridge District Council.

Apart from the village itself, the only buildings visible from Little Bickington are those at Seckington, and in the scattered farms in the arc from north west to south west. (The houses at Libbaton Golf Club and others to the south of the Quarries Lane ridge are visible only from the highest part of the farm.)  

Seckington, 1 km to the west, consists of a cluster of houses, some converted from former farm buildings, facing High Bickington across the valley of Langham Brook. [See photograph 7]

The main farmhouses in view are, from north to south, Welcombe, Boreat, Lee Farm and Lee Barton, Yelland and Vauterhill. In the foreground are the buildings of Lower Farm and Little Bickington itself.  Of these, the modern cattle sheds are intrusive when viewed against the traditional stone buildings, especially the distinctive 

long barn which dominates the view of Little Bickington from the west. [See photograph 10]

There are distant views to Yarnscombe and Roborough churches (north west and south west respectively) although only the upper parts of the towers are visible.  

Other structures
The views from Little Bickington Farm are remarkably free from intrusive power lines, masts or other visual pollutants. Of the few potentially discordant features, the telecommunications mast at   Huntshaw Cross to the west and the radar station at Middlemoor Cross to the south might be considered by some to be intrusive.  However they are 2 - 3 km distant and could be said to provide a sense of direction and scale.

The High Bickington area has been included in a zone of Potential Wind Resource by Devon County Council (Structure Plan, Third Alteration). Torridge District Council deals with applications for wind turbines and may be expected to receive some in the future for this area.  Comments in The Torridge Landscape are relevant here:

“The location of wind farms ... would also have to consider the visual impact on adjacent landscapes ... this is an important consideration for any site located in the High Culm Measures. The telecommunications mast at Huntshaw Cross and the radar station at Middlemoor Cross demonstrate how linear features can dominate this relatively flat landscape and that they are visible from a considerable distance away.  Any development in close proximity to the edge of the Taw or Torridge Valleys is also likely to have a detrimental impact on these valley landscapes.”

Conclusions

1.
The Little Bickington Farm area lies in the High Culm 
Ridges landscape character area, near its eastern edge 
above the Taw Valley.

2.
The predominant views from the site are in the arc from 
north west to south west. The higher parts of the land (e.g. 
near Cross Park, and the site of the former quarry) occupy 
skyline positions when viewed from the west.

3.
Over the past 160 years the land use of the area has 
changed from being largely arable to mainly pastoral.


Field sizes have increased and the length of hedgerows 
decreased as a result of field amalgamation.  

4.
The present landscape is predominantly pastoral and 
wooded. Apart from High Bickington village itself, the 
only visible buildings are those at Seckington and in the 
scattered farmsteads.

5.
Distinctive features of the local landscape are hedges and 
hedgerow trees, green lanes, small irregular-shaped fields 
and valley woodland.

6.
There are few discordant features.  Landmarks such as St 
Mary’s Church tower to the north, Huntshaw Cross to 
the west and Middlemoor Radar Station to the south 
provide a sense of direction and scale.

7.
The main wildlife habitats are woodland, hedges, streams 
farmland and buildings. Surveys have revealed several 
species-rich hedgerows, and a good variety of plants, 
butterflies, birds and mammals. 

8.
Further surveys are needed to produce a more complete 
record of the flora and fauna of the site.
Proposals

Guiding principles
In no particular order, the principles that underlie the proposals that follow are that they should:

· reflect the expressed wishes of the local community 

· be sustainable 

· conform to district and county planning policies

· improve or at least maintain, biodiversity

· be economically viable

What do the people of High Bickington want, in relation to landscape and the countryside ?

Responses to the parish appraisal (2001) showed strong support for 

a number of improvements. Combining the numbers who replied “very important” and “worth doing”, the responses were as follows:

Create wildlife areas



216 
(51%)

Open more footpaths and bridleways

204
(48%)

Plant more trees



264
(62%)

“Free text” comments included some support for retention of farm land, whilst others suggested planting a community woodland.

In the responses to the Exhibition (November 2002) there was strong support for the community woodland proposal (including enthusiastic support from the primary school head). The recreational, educational and employment potential was referred to, in addition to the landscape benefits.  Other comments included “preserve mature trees between Little Bickington Farm and Cross Park”, and “how will you preserve the farm area for the wild birds?”.


Sustainability
Sustainable development means using natural resources in a way that respects the needs of future generations. Farmland, as well as woodland, hedgerows and wildlife areas generally, needs to be used sustainably.  Traditional farming, i.e. extensive grazing with good hedgerow management, has produced the landscape we see today.  Growing alternative crops such as hemp on a rotational system, or planting and managing woodland, are examples of sustainable uses that will add diversity to the landscape.

County and district planning policies
When determining applications for development, where appropriate, to seek the retention of areas of semi-natural habitat of importance for wildlife, and to encourage planting of native broad-leaved trees, to enhance the landscape and provide wildlife habitats (Devon Structure Plan, Third Alteration, Policy CDE12)

Development will be expected to conserve or enhance the natural and historic character, natural beauty and amenity of the Torridge landscape, where appropriate on the basis of local landscape character (Torridge District Local Plan, Revised Deposit Version, Policy EN5)

Management of fields boundaries, culm grasslands, structural woodlands and heritage features; Enhancement of village settings;

Landscape enhancement around intrusive development; Tree feature creation by new planting. (Torridge District Council High Culm Ridges Landscape Conservation objectives related to Policy EN5 - see above)

Distinctive boundary features which define local landscape character and the pattern of field division shall be retained and 

will be restored where appropriate. Torridge District Local Plan, Revised Deposit Version, Policy DVT10)
Biodiversity
Biodiversity (meaning the variety of life) is closely allied to sustainability - both concepts derive from the 1992 Earth Summit conference in Rio de Janeiro. Devon County Council and North Devon District Council have produced Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) for selected habitats (e.g. species-rich hedgerows, oak woodland) and species (e.g. barn owl, otter, Devon whitebeam and primrose). Torridge District Council has yet to produce a BAP. However, the District Plan contains several relevant statements:

Broad-leaved woodlands form an important natural habitat in Torridge, in view of the diversity of flora and fauna they contain. The Structure Plan and relevant BAPs and assessments give emphasis to the retention and planting of broad-leaved woodland as this has particular nature conservation and landscape importance. The District Council supports this emphasis.

and in a section headed Important Wildlife Corridors, lists the following as being in need of protection:

Open water courses;

Wildlife havens with a history of importance for hosting protected species;

linear landscape features associated with a highway, footpath or former transport route (including green lanes);

field boundary systems associated with an important hedgerow;

other landscape features essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of species, including important field, field boundary, pond and woodland systems.

Economic viability

To date the only proposal to be costed is the Community Woodland plan - see South West Forest’s Proposals for the establishment of a Community Woodland at High Bickington
(Report, November 2002)

Proposals for each landscape component 

______________________________________________________

General
· Commission a professionally prepared landscaping plan. 

______________________________________________________

Hedges

· Retain hedges as far as possible, especially species-rich hedges;

· Where new boundaries are required, e.g. alongside pedestrian
 routes and access roads, construct Devon hedgebanks, planted with locally occurring species.

______________________________________________________

Trees

· Retain existing trees, particularly the mature hedgerow and other trees between Little Bickington Farm buildings and Cross Park;

· Plant trees between and around new buildings, using native, locally-occurring species  [It would be particularly appropriate if these could include the Devon Whitebeam (Sorbus devoniensis) - a Devon Biodiversity Action Plan species which is found in the parish in small numbers and is rare elsewhere in the county.]

______________________________________________________

Woodland

· Meet to discuss plans for and funding of Community Woodland

· Subject to land availability, economic feasibility and local support, plant a community woodland.









       Timescale 


Responsibility for Action

______________________________________________________

Short term


DCC/Project 2000

______________________________________________________

Throughout development
Architect/planners/developers

Medium term


Architect/planners/developers

______________________________________________________

Throughout development
Architect/planners/developers
Throughout development
Architect/planners/developers

______________________________________________________

Short term


Project 2000/DCC/South West Forest 






Medium term


Local contractors/volunteers 





Managed by committee of 





stakeholders/advice from SWF

Proposals for each landscape component  (continued)

______________________________________________________

Buildings
· AS A PRIORITY, confirm the existence of bat roosts and owl nests in the farm buildings 

· Arrange for appropriate protection/re-location measures to be included in any plans for the development of the buildings;

· Ensure the protection and appropriate re-use of all buildings included within the Conservation Area;

· Dismantle and remove the modern farm buildings that lie outside the Conservation Area.

______________________________________________________

Wildlife habitats
· Retain and enhance the best areas of each habitat. Provisionally these should include the species-rich hedgerows, the green lanes and associated hedges and verges, the wet area alongside the stream in the western block of land, the lower part of the eastern block, near Homewell Cottage, and the area near the badger setts SE of the sewage works;

· Conduct further surveys of wildlife to provide a more complete record of flora and fauna;

· Involve Devon Wildlife Trust in drawing up detailed proposals for protecting and enhancing the wildlife of the whole farm.

Timescale 


Responsibility for Action

______________________________________________________

Winter/early spring 2003
DCC/Project 2000/Devon Wildlife





Trust/Devon Bat Group

Throughout development
Architect/planners/developers

Throughout development
Architect/planners/developers

Short term


DCC

______________________________________________________

Throughout development
DCC/DWT/local people

Spring/summer 2003

Project 2000 sub group/DWT

Short term


Project 2000/DCC/DWT
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APPENDIX 1:  Provisional Species Lists
Plants
Bracken

Pteridium aquilinum

Hartstongue 

Phyllatis scolopendrium
Male fern

Dryopteris filix-mas

Common polypody
Polypodium vulgare

Marsh marigold
Caltha palustris
Meadow buttercup
Ranunculus acris

Creeping buttercup
Ranunculus repens
Bulbous buttercup
Ranunculus bulbosus
Lesser celandine
Ranunculus ficaria

Field poppy

Papaver rhoeas
Fumitory

Fumaria officianalis
Charlock

Sinapis arvensis
Shepherds purse
Capsella bursa-pastoris

Lady’s smock

Cardamine pratensis
Jack-by-the-hedge
Alliaria petiolata

Common dog violet
Viola riviniana

Red Campion

Melandrium dioicum

Ragged robin

Lychnis flos-cuculi

Common chickweed
Stellaria media

Greater stitchwort
Stellaria holostea

Fat hen


Chenopodium album

Common mallow
Malva sylvestris

Herb Robert

Geranium robertianum

Sycamore

Acer pseudoplatinus

Holly


Ilex aquifolium

Gorse (furze) 

Ulex europaeus

Red clover

Trifolium pratense

White clover

Trifolium repens



Tufted vetch

Vicia cracca

Meadow sweet
Filipendula ulmaria
Plants (continued)

Bramble


Rubus fruticosa

Silverweed


Potentilla anserina
Dog rose


Rosa canina

Blackthorn


Prunus spinosa

Hawthorn


Crataegus monogyna

Wall pennywort

Umbilicus rupestris

Ivy



Hedera helix

Cow parsley


Anthricus sylvestris

Hogweed


Heracleum sphondylum

Knotgrass


Polygonum arviculare

Curled dock


Rumex crispus

Broad dock


Rumex obtusifolius

Stinging nettle


Urtica dioica

Alder



Alnus glutinosa

Hazel



Corylus avellana

Beech



Fagus sylvatica

Pedunculate oak

Quercus robur

Common sallow

Salix atrocinerea

Primrose


Primula vulgaris

Ash



Fraxinus excelsior

Privet



Ligustrum vulgare

Field bindweed

Convolvulus arvensis

Common toadflax

Linaria vulgaris

Foxglove


Digitalis purpurea

Birdseye speedwell

Veronica chamaedrys

Hedge woundwort

Stachys sylvatica

White deadnettle

Lamium album

Rats tail plantain

Plantago major

Goosegrass


Galium aparine

Elder



Sambacus nigra

Honeysuckle


Lonicera periclymenum
Plants (continued)

Groundsel


Senecio vulgaris
Daisy



Bellis perennis

Pineapple weed

Matricaria matricariodes

Yarrow


Achillea millefolium

Creeping thistle

Cirsium arvense

Dandelion


Taraxacum officinale

Bluebell


Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Ramsons


Allium ursinum

Soft rush


Juncus effusus

Snowdrop


Galanthus nivalis

Black bryony


Tamus communis
Early purple orchid

Orchis mascula

Meadow fescue

Festuca pratensis
Red fescue


Festuca rubra
Perennial ryegrass

Lolium perenne
Italian ryegrass

Lolium multiflorum
Cocksfoot


Dactylis glomerata

Crested dogstail

Cynosurus cristatus

Common couch 

Agropyron repens

Wild oat


Avena fatua

Timothy


Phleum pratense

Meadow foxtail

Alopecurus pratensis
Butterflies

Brimstone

Clouded yellow
Comma

Common blue

Gatekeeper

Green-veined white


Holly blue

Large skipper

Large white

Meadow brown
Orange tip

Painted lady   Peacock                       Red admiral

Ringlet


Small copper

Small tortoiseshell 
Small white

Speckled wood
Wall brown

Birds

Barn owl

Black-headed gull
Blackbird

Blue tit


Bullfinch

Buzzard

Chaffinch

Collared dove

Common gull

Crow


Cuckoo

Goldfinch


Great tit

Greenfinch

Grey wagtail

Grouse


Hedge sparrow
Heron

Hobby


House martin

House sparrow

Jackdaw

Kestrel


Linnet



Little owl

Long-tailed tit

Magpie


Mistle thrush

Partridge

Pheasant


Pied wagtail

Robin


Rook


Skylark

Snipe


Song thrush Sparrowhawk

Starling

Swallow


Swift


Tawny owl

Woodcock

Wood pigeon

Wren


Yellowhammer 

Mammals
Badger


Brown hare

Common shrew

Fox


Grey squirrel

Hedgehog


Mole


Otter


Pipistrelle bat*

Rabbit


Roe deer

Wood mouse



*Other species of bat may also be present
APPENDIX 2:  Legally protected species

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the basis of species protection, the species so protected being listed in the Act’s Schedules. Many of the scheduled species are not likely to be found in the High Bickington area - the selected species below are those that may be found - survey work has still to be completed.

Birds are protected under Schedule 1 of the Act.  The following species are protected by special penalties at all times: barn owl, hobby, kingfisher, woodlark.
Mammals, reptiles and amphibians.  It is normally an offence to kill, injure, take, possess or sell any species listed in Schedule 5 of the Act, to disturb the animal, or to damage, destroy or obstruct access to its place of shelter or protection. The list includes all species of bats, dormouse, otter, water vole, adder, grass snake, slow worm, common frog, common toad, and newts. The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 consolidates previous badger legislation by giving protection both to the animal and to its sett.

Plants.  It is normally an offence to pick, uproot, sell or destroy any plant listed in Schedule 8 of the 1981 Act (these include the bluebell), and unless authorised, to uproot any other wild plant. 

Other relevant legislation
Trees may be protected by Tree Preservation Orders made under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as amended. None of the trees on Little Bickington Farm receives such protection at present.  The Forestry Act 1967 requires (with certain exceptions) a Felling Licence to be obtained from the Forestry Authority for felling of trees over 8 cm diameter. Species-rich hedges receive some protection under the Hedgerows Regulations 1997 - applications to remove such hedges have to be approved by the District Council.
�
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